
Pollinator Patch “How to Guide” 

Any area can be transformed with wildflowers because your seeds can 

be sown in pots and containers, as well as on open soil.  

How to plan your pollinator patch 

Wildflowers are versatile and are suited to many different spaces. Its not just lawns and grass areas that can be transformed, 
imaginative use of containers by upcycling an old bath, sink, wheelbarrow or boat can bring colour and wildlife to even the 
most urban of environments. You will need 2 to 3g of seeds for each square meter, so bear this in mind when choosing where 
to sow your seeds. Remember wildflowers need sunshine, so try to avoid shaded areas.  

Be thoughtful: Always have landowners permission before you sow your wildflower seeds, they may even be able to 
help! Even an unloved, messy old plot will be owned by someone so it’s best not to risk putting in time and effort until you’ve 
got permission, in writing. Safety first: Wear the right clothing and use sun protection if you’re working outside. Let people 
know what you’re doing and where you’re going to be. Don’t leave any rubbish behind. 

When to sow: Choose a fine Spring or Autumn day when the soil is neither too wet nor too dry. 

If your chosen space is grass or lawn: you will need to remove the grass with a spade and rake over to create a patch of bare 
soil where your wildflower seeds can be sown. You could even create a special shape to sow your wildflowers in.   

How to sow your wildflower seeds: if you have a bare patch of soil or have cleared a space to sow your seeds in, follow our 
instructions below. If you are using a container for your wild flowers, see the instructions overleaf. 

You will need: 

 Garden fork or spade 

 Garden rake or fork 

 Watering can or jug 

 Pollinator seed mix (use 
2-3g per m2) 

 

 

 Something to label your 
wild area with so you 
don’t forget where 
you’ve sown your seeds! 

Follow these steps: 

 Dig over the soil with a fork or spade breaking up any large clumps.  

 Remove weeds so the wildflowers don't have any competition, and any large stones.  

 Rake the soil so it's fine and crumbly  

 Ideally, leave your prepared soil for about two weeks so any dormant weeds or grasses that come to life can be removed 
before you sow your seeds. 

 Scatter your wildflower seeds over the soil by hand - a little at a time for an even spread.  
Top tip: to make spreading easier, mix seeds with a small amount of dry play sand so you can see where you've sown them. 

 Rake the soil again - gently - to just cover the seeds with a very thin layer (1mm) of fine crumbly soil.  
Seeds need sunlight, so be careful not to bury them too deep or they won't grow. 

 Very gently, water the whole area using a watering can, taking care not to wash your seeds away. 

 Label the area with your plant markers (you could make your own!) and don’t forget to include the sowing date. 
 

After sowing your seeds 

 Water wildflowers in the ground regularly after sowing and while the seedlings are establishing. Ideally water your freshly 
sown wildflower space twice a week and more frequently in hot weather.  

Places to avoid when sowing your wildflower seeds 

To protect wildflowers already growing in the countryside from cross-pollination with the flowers in your seed kit, please 
make sure that you don’t sow seeds in or near open countryside or near nature reserves. 

And finally… Have fun! We can't wait to see your spaces transformed!  

Share photos with us on social media using #wildaboutjersey 

https://youtu.be/K7fTAQT5YQ0


How to sow in containers 
Wildflowers can happily grow outside in containers. 

If you don't have access to a patch of soil, it’s a great option, 

especially for balconies, paved areas and to add variety to larger 

outdoor spaces. 

The kind of things you could use are large wooden planters, 

oversized pots, old sandpits, sinks or baths (see left) or even boats 

(like the one below). 

Types of container 

One of the keys to success is to avoid small containers; wildflowers won’t survive in a cramped 

space. They need room for their roots to grow and absorb nutrients and water, so best to go big ! 

Preparation 

 Check your container has a few holes in the base to let water gradually drain out. Otherwise, 
use a drill or sharp instrument to add holes, taking care not to hurt yourself 

 Add a few stones or broken crockery to the bottom to help drainage 

 Move your container to your chosen space before filling it; an empty container is much easier 
to move than a full one 

 Fill the container with top soil if possible, or use multipurpose compost. The For environmental 
reasons please avoid any that contain peat 

 

 As you fill the container, gently push down the soil or compost to break up any 
lumps and get rid of large air pockets. Stop filling 25mm from the top to allow 
room for watering 

 Sprinkle seeds by hand evenly over the surface and cover with 1mm of soil or 
compost and water well 

 Label the container with plant markers you could even make some 
yourself. Look here for some inspiration. 

After sowing your seeds… 

When sowing seeds in containers its important to keep an eye on them to make sure the soil remains moist and water it if 

dry. This is the most vulnerable time for seeds – seedlings can be killed if the soil dries out completely - and wildflowers in 

containers need regular watering throughout their lives. In Summer this can mean a good soak every day, even if it’s been 

raining. But be careful not to over-water. If the soil is too saturated, the seedlings could die from a lack of oxygen reaching 

their roots. 

Your seeds should germinate within a couple of weeks of being sown, depending on the weather. Be patient and keep 

looking out for the tiny green shoots of life. 

 

 This how to guide is for the PollinatorProject.JE pollinator patches. You can 
get lots more hints and tips from websites such as: Growwilduk.com and 
flowerscapes.org.uk 

For more information on this project go to: pollinatorproject.je   

You will need: 

 A large container 

 Stones or broken crockery 

 Top soil or multipurpose compost 

 Watering can or jug 

 Pollinator seed mix (use 2-3g per m2) 

 Something to label your container with 

http://www.pinterest.co.uk/growwild/labels-and-plant-markers/
https://www.growwilduk.com/wildflowers/how-grow-wildflowers/planning/how-plan-your-space
http://www.flowerscapes.org.uk/
https://pollinatorproject.gg/category/gardening/
https://www.growwilduk.com/sites/default/files/media/ABP-boat-filled-with-wildflowers-960-x-450.jpg

